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Joint Statement - Local Government Association 

The role of councillor across all tiers of local government is a vital part of our country's system of 
democracy. It is important that as councillors we can be held accountable and all adopt the behaviours 
and responsibilities associated with the role. Our conduct as an individual councillor affects the reputation 
of all councillors. We want the role of councillor to be one that people aspire to. We also want individuals 
from a range of backgrounds and circumstances to be putting themselves forward to become councillors. 

As councillors, we represent local residents, work to develop better services and deliver local change. The 
public have high expectations of us and entrust us to represent our local area, taking decisions fairly, 
openly, and transparently. We have both an individual and collective responsibility to meet these 
expectations by maintaining high standards and demonstrating good conduct, and by challenging 
behaviour which falls below expectations. 

Importantly, we should be able to undertake our role as a councillor without being intimidated, abused, 
bullied, or threatened by anyone, including the general public. 

This Code has been designed to protect our democratise role, encourage good conduct and safeguard 
the public's trust in local government. 

Introduction 

The Local Government Association (LGA) has developed this Model Councillor Code of Conduct, in 
association with key partners and after extensive consultation with the sector, as part of its work on 
supporting all tiers of local government to continue to aspire to high standards of leadership and 
performance. 

All councils are required to have a local Councillor Code of Conduct. 

Definitions 

For the purposes of this Code of Conduct, a "councillor" means a member or co-opted member of a local 
authority or a directly elected mayor. A "co-opted member" is defined in the Localism Act 2011 Section 
27(4) as "a person who is not a member of the authority but who 

a) is a member of any committee or sub-committee of the authority, or;
b) is a member of, and represents the authority on, any joint committee or joint sub-committee of the

authority;

and who is entitled to vote on any question that falls to be decided at any meeting of that committee or 
sub-committee". 

Purpose of the Code of Conduct 

The purpose of this Code of Conduct is to assist councillors in modelling behaviour that is expected, to 
provide a personal check and balance, and to set out the type of conduct that could lead to action being 
taken against a councillor. 

The Code of Conduct is also to protect the public, fellow councillors, local authority officer and the 
reputation of local government. 
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