Hale Parish Council (Cheshire)

Notice of conclusion of audit
Annual Governance & Accountability Return for the year ended 31 March 2024

Sections 20(2) and 25 of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014

Section 16 of the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (S| 2015/234)

Notes
1. The audit of accounts for Hale Parish Council (Cheshire) for the year This notice and Sections 1, 2 & 3
ended 31 March 2024 has been completed and the accounts have been of the AGAR must be published

. by 30 September. This must
pUb“Shed- irzlclude gublication on the
smaller authority’s website.
The smaller authority must
decide how long to publish the
Notice for; the AGAR and
external auditor report must be
publicly available for 5 years.

2. The Annual Governance & Accountability Return including the auditor’s
certificate and opinion is available for inspection and copying by any
local government elector of the area of Hale Parish Council (Cheshire)
on application to:

(a) The Clerk (a) Insert the name, position and
Hale Parish Council loca government slectors showld
53 High Street apply to inspect the AGAR
Hale
Halton o

b) Insert the hours during which
L24 9PB inspection rights may be
exercised

3. Copies will be provided to any local government elector of the area on (c) Insert a reasonable sum for

payment of £ (c) for each copy of the Annual Governance & copying costs
Accountability Return.

Announcement made by: (d) B Hargreaves (Clerk & RFO)

(d) Insert the name and position of
person placing the notice

Date of announcement: (e)  28th September 2024

(e) Insert the date of placing of the
notice

' www.pkf-l.com




Section 3 — External Auditor’s Report and Certificate 2023/24
In respect of Hale Parish Council (Cheshire) — CH0088

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority

Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the National Audit Office (NAO). A
limited assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with
International Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that such an
audit would. The UK Government has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory audit
is appropriate for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02) as issued by the NAO on behalf of the
Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAO website — https://www.nao.org.uk/code-audit-
practice/guidance-and-information-for-auditors/

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has a sound
system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in accordance with
Proper Practices which:

» summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2024; and
« confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as external auditors.

2 External auditor’s limited assurance opinion 2023/24

Except for the matters reported below , on the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return
(AGAR), in our opinion the information in Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have come to
our attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.

Section 1, Assertions 1, 2 and 3 have been incorrectly completed, as the smaller authority did not maintain an adequate system of internal
control, prepare an adequate budget to support the precept to take account of the level of reserves and did not comply with its financial
regulations. This is consistent with the Internal Auditor’s response to Internal Control Objectives B, D and O.

The AGAR was not accurately completed before submission for review. Please ensure that amendments are corrected in the prior year
comparatives when completing next year’s AGAR:
e  Section 2, Box 9 is incorrect for 2022/23 and 2023/24, due to a typographical error and should read £1,023,605 for both years.

Information has come to our attention from the internal auditor highlighting the fact that Notice of conclusion of audit was not published on
the authority’s website by the dates specified in the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015.

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority:

The smaller authority has confirmed that it has not complied with the governance Assertions in Section 1, Boxes 3, 4, and 7 but it has provided
the appointed auditor with an adequate explanation for non-compliance and details of the actions necessary to address weaknesses identified.

3 External auditor certificate 2023/24

We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability
Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the year ended 31
March 2024.

External Auditor Name

PKF LITTLEJOHN LLP

External Auditor Signature //ZV/ Mvz‘%i (/L/I/ Date 25/09/2024
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Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2023/24

We acknowledge as the members of:

HALE PARISH COUNCIL

our responsibility for ensurning that there is a sound system of intemal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect 1o the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2024, that:

1 W have gt in phace arrangoments for eflective Snancial prapared £5 ccountng SSalements £ acoriance

GRAMIERtOn o St

maragement dunng the yeat. and for the preparation of 4 with the Accounts and Audt Regulations.
Ihe acoounting statoments

2 We masrtaiond an adegaaie system of internal control TN DrORer TRNGITONES and sccepled respon sty
rcluding measures desigred 10 prevent and detect Faud v for safeguanting e pudiic MONey And feScurces »
g comupbon and reviewed ts effectiveness. s charge.

1 We ook all reasonatie sleps 10 assure curselves has only done whal £ has he legal power 10 do and has
hat theve ace no matiers of actual o polental complod with Froper Practices in dorg so
non-cotrphance with lews. regudabons and Proper
Pracices hat could have 8 sigrviicant financal effect
on the abdty of BNs authorty o conduct &
Dusnesa or manage M frances

4 We provided proper cpportunty dunng the year lor duning the year gave afl persons nteested the opPoMundy o
the evercme of electors nghts » accordance with the INAPRCT And ssk QUASHONS AbouT IS Suthonty’s sccounts.

Qi s of 1he Accounts and Audt Reguiatons 1

£ We camed ot 80 sssesament of the nsks (aceg ths consdered and documented the Anancial and other nisks £
sunonty and 100k approprate sleps 10 manage those -, faces and doall with them propendy.
sk, includng the ntroguction of internal contrals andier
exlernal ARrance Covel wWhere feguared

£ We mantained Ihvoughout e year an adequane and aranged for a competent person, independent of the fnancw
oflectve systom of interal audt of B Sccouning v CONSOiS and [rOCSCUTes. 10 Ore B COMCING view On whether
feconds and contol syslems. inderna controds meel the noeds of s smaler authorty.

7 We look appropriate achon on all matiers rased responded 10 madiers brought 10 £5 atlenton by indevnad and
N repons from nlemal and extermal audd extern auct

1 We consdered whether any itigation labdtes or sciosed everythng il Shoukd have abouf £5 business actretly
COmMMEMents. avents or IMNSACtons, OCOWTING ofNer duning the year including events taking plece after the year
durng or ater the year.end have a fnancial swpact on v ond 4 refevant
tha athorty and. where approprate. have included them
I Ihe SCCoUNing Slatements

5 (For locad councils only) Trast kands nchuding has mel o of ds responsbiites whern, as 8 body
charadie In out capacly & the solo managng corporate, £ /s 8 sole managing irusiee of a local
rustes we decharged our accourtabity st or frusts.
responsiities for the fund(s Yassets. includng
tnancl reporing B £ recured rdependent v

*Ploase provide explanations to the external auditor on a separate sheet for each ‘No' response and describe
how the authority will address the weaknesses Identified. These sheets must be published with the Annual

Governance Statement.

Thes Annual Governance Statement was approved at a

meeting of tha authority on
17/06/2024

and recorded as minute reference
Agenda Ref: 8

Signed by the Chawr and Clerk of the meeting where
approval was given

e

https,//Mhaleparishcouncil.gov.uk/
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Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2023/24 for
HALE PARISH COUNCIL

Tota! balances and resenves al the beginning of the year
24,325 23 recorded in the financial records Value must agree fo
; Bax 7 of provious yoar. |
2. (+) Precept or Rates and Total amount of procept (or for IDBs rates and levies) |
Lovvers 47,500 370001m¢awnun- Exciude any grants
. recoived
3. (#) Total other receipts Total ncome or recepts as rocorded in the cashbook loss
1,456 2,354 the procept or ratesSovies received (Wne 2) Inckude any
[ — grants roconved
| 4. () Staf costs Total expenditune or payments made 1o and on behal
Y 16.888 16mdd¢m Inchrdo gross salavies and wagos
' X empioyers NI contribubons. employers pension
conindubons, gralivtios and severance payments
5 (=) Loan interest'captal Total expenditure or payments of capdal and inforast
repayments 0 O,MMMMMMMM»ﬁm(IumJ'
6. () Al other payments Total expendeure or payments as recorded i the cash. |
25135 14,924, book less stalf costs (ine 4) and loan intecest/capital
repayments (ine 5). |
7. (=) Batances carmed Total batances and reserves ol the end of the yeuor. Must
teewsra 24325 31,927| oquat (1+2+3) - (4+5+6)
8. Total value of cash and The sum of alf curvent and doposit bank accourts, cash |
$hor term investments 24 325 31,927 holdings and short tem investments held as of 31 March -
L To agree with bank reconcillation,
9. Total fxed assets plus The value of all the property the authority owns ~ £ is made |
| long term investments 1,023,056 1,023,056/ up of af s fixed assels and long ferm investments as af
~ard assots 31 Mavch 1
10. Total borrowings mmwm.:us:wdum.
0 lmmmmmmn) |

112 Disclosuee note re Trust unds / The Council, as a body corporate, acts as solo rustes and
(Inchuding chastable ) i responsitie for managing Trust funds or assets.

| 11b. Disclosure note re Trust funds 7 The figures in the accounting statements above
(MM&) | exciude any Trust transacbons

| cersty that for the year ended 31 March 2024 the Accounting | | confirm that these Accounting Statements were

Statoments in this Annual Govemnance and Accountablity approved by this asuthonty on this date

Retum have been prepared on oither a moeipts and payments 17/06/2024

of mcome and expendiure baws followng the gusdance in

Governance and Accountabilty for Smalier Authorities - a

Pracstioners’ Guide 1o Proper Practices and prosent fairly recorded in minute reference

the fnancal position of tes authonty, - -

Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being Agenda Ref 8

Segned by Chair of the meeting where the Accountng

were approved
(/-r //
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